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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

KONSTANTINOS KOUTROUMPAS

/
GUEST EDITOR

ETHNOCULTURAL OFFICER 2016

“I am not only a citizen of Athens
and Greece, I am a citizen of the
world too.”

Socrates 469-399 BC, Philosopher

I took on the role of
Ethnocultural officer two
months ago. So far, it has been
an amazing experience with a lot
of work and many things yet to
be done. We have been discussing
a lot of great ideas within the
collective and have started the
process of making them a reality.

I would like to thank Tharunka
for their work on this issue. It is
important to give the students
a chance to be heard. My vision
for this issue is that it will raise
awareness about the challenges
that ethnocultural students and
students from overseas face, and
help create solutions to ease them
into our educational system.

Australia sets an example of a
multicultural society where mutual
respect is endorsed. If you feel like

a citizen of the world, UNSW is a
good place to be.

Over the next few months
we will be discussing ideas about
how to help newcomers adjust
more easily, and we will extend the
role of the collective to students
who are interested in other
cultures and languages.

The SRC has been working
hard to come with innovative
ideas to improve student life.
Being new to this role, I was
delighted by the warm welcome
I actively received by the rest
of my colleagues. I am quite
confident that this semester will
see campaigns that will improve
student life and, more importantly,
give a voice to students.

On behalf of the SRC,
I strongly encourage every
student to get involved with our
collectives, speak their opinions
and work with us to improve our
university.

CARLA ZUNIGA-NAVARRO

/
EDITOR

As someone who rarely felt
reflected in my “otherness”
growing up, the Ethnocultural
issue of Tharunka is something,
which I hold close to my heart.

Seeing ourselves reflected
and represented in writing is
so vital to our sense of identity
within an often homogenous
Australian society, which seeks
to minimise our experiences as
“culturally diverse”. A society,
which increasingly closes its
borders and its minds to any form
of “otherness”. A society, which at
times seems to be overwhelmingly
growing in its intolerance.

This issue of Tharunka seeks
to celebrate the experiences of
everyone who identifies as a
Person of Colour or from an
ethnocultural background within
the UNSW community. With
this issue we want to continue a
conversation, to help educate, to
share experiences and to provide
a platform for these voices, but
also to reiterate that the process
of intersectionality is ongoing and
our knowledge in it ever-growing.

We hope that you read these
pages and see yourself reflected.
We hope that these pages help
that 10 year old you who felt so
different. We hear you.



OPEN LETTER TO VICE CHANCELLOR

August 8, 2016
Dear Vice Chancellor Jacobs,

First of all I would like to thank and congratulate you for the great atmosphere you have created within UNSW. Your
overall work for our campus has been exceptional and we are lucky to see our university score higher and higher in world
rankings, host more students and provide high class education.

The reason I am writing this open letter is to bring to your attention the importance of work while studying. There are
many of us who have to work in order to afford living and university costs, while others want to gain real work experience.
I would like to focus on the first category- students who have no other choice in order to afford their education. Dealing
with living expenses can be stressful, especially for young people. Changing jobs or negotiating hours is also very risky for a
financially independent individual. It is important to make university more accessible to them. UNSW should give students
the freedom to combine their academic life with their professional career more effectively.

As the Ethnocultural officer it is my duty to serve the interests of those who come from a culturally and linguistically
diverse background. Adjusting to a new educational system is challenging. A lot of these students face an extra challenge every
semester as they have to accommodate their classes within a busy work schedule. This means that sometimes students can
only choose amongst a limited number of work opportunities as their timetable does not allow more options.

My suggestion is accelerating the facilitation of evening classes after 6:00pm. I realise that this would not be viable for
every single course. The way I envision this working is to create evening classes for at least the minimum units of credit
needed to successfully complete each major.

In my view, this plan will be beneficial for all students. I strongly believe that everyone should be able and encouraged to
gain work experience while studying, and have more flexible timetable options to access a wider range of opportunities.

Yours sincerely,

/,‘/ L]
/ 4-/‘ ~/ /t’-

Konstantinos Koutroumpas

Ethnocultural Officer
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TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT / SARAH SULTANI




WHAT DO SOME ETHNOCULTURAL
STUDENTS THINK OF UNSW?

CHANDRA

Is there anything you really like
about the UNSW community?

When my friends asked what I love about
UNSW community, I would always mention
the great number of societies we have at
uni. Not only is the membership fee dirt-
cheap, there is always a society for everyone’s
nationality and interests. The great thing about
these societies is that you get a chance to make
new friends.

Are there any concerns you
have?

For a university that celebrates
multiculturalism, it does not seem to be
the case. It is true our university is multiethnic
but not multicultural per se. It would be
great to see societies do more joint activities
with different nationalities or participate in
more competitions.

As an ethnocultural student,
what has your experience at
UNSW been like so far?

My accent definitely got some weird
expressions from people and there are times
when I have to repeat my phrases.

There are instances when I mention my
origins, telling them that I am an international
student. And the surprise looks and remarks:
“For someone from [country X], you speak
really good English.” Some of us study English
in our high school curriculum, or studied as an
international student.

ANONYMOUS

As an ethnocultural student,
what has your experience at
UNSW been like so far?

The difficulty of courses is not justifiable
given the requirements of the professions and
the assessments fail to make logical sense.
Feedback is generally not followed by change
but instead neglected and current inefficient
teaching practices remain in place despite
student consensus. Flexibility is a foreign
concept to UNSW and often it is impossible to
have any class schedule let alone having options
to choose from.

Are there any concerns you
have?

While UNSW is seemingly a multicultural
environment, I think there is little to no
racial integration. Perhaps efforts are made to
increase integration but currently there is no
visible results as the campus is clearly culturally
segregated. Frankly, the people who supposedly
promote ideas of integration are in fact
obnoxious and focus on examples which are
not relevant to the issue. Being self-righteous
and aggressive in spreading your message does
not, and will not, serve your cause. It will
instead increase the existing level of cultural
isolation and perpetuate already well established
negative ideas.
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WHERE ARE YOU FROM REALLY?

W / DIVYA VENKATARAMAN

Where are you from?

Im from Australia.

(Cue the look of mild-moderate surprise.)
No, where are you really from?

As non-White Person™ from a White Country™, this is a recognisable exchange that
happens multiple times a day while travelling. It’s a fascinating phenomenon, when
people you've never met — some sleazeball at a bar, the guy checking you in at your
hostel — think they own your identity to the extent they deem your self-identification
unsatisfactory.

Because they don't really want to know where you're from. They want to know why
you’re not white.

There are often no ill intentions behind this, as far as I can tell. Except maybe some
of them are getting ready to tell a racist joke and want to make sure they’re offending
only those not in present company. We will never know.

My favourite is the guessing game. A guy wearing a backwards cap and grinning
comes over to the table. I am surprised he can walk under the weight of his good
intentions.

My friends and I have taken bets on where you're from. Weve got Guyanese (no)
Pakistanian (what?), Hindi (a language, but okay) and Balinese (?27?).

This is a fantastic way to trivialise someone’s ethnicity and make them want to
punch you in the face. 'm so glad you're having so much fun guessing! 'm so glad I
could liven up your Thursday afternoon! Ten more points if you follow up with a line
containing the word “exotic”.

When I say 'm from Australia, some people look at me like I'm trying to trick
them with my foreign sorceress voodoo magic.

No, I really am from Australia. Sydney? 1 offer, helpfully. See, I even know a city

in Australia.

It’s clear what they’re getting at. For the second line in conversation, it’s a bit
interrogative however. They want me to tell them that 'm Indian and that I was
born there. They want me to reinforce their understanding of Australia as a White
Country™. I love talking about my Indianness, of course. I will talk at length about
how much I love Chennai and its dirty cosmopolitan glamour, about going to the
temple and celebrating Diwali with my family — but this is not something for White
Person ™ to immediately interrogate me about as a point of reference and distinction.

‘This is not to say that we can’t have frank, interesting discussions about race
and identity. Of course, we are all marvellous, unique unicorns and it is absolutely
enlightening to discuss each other’s backgrounds and the nuggets of wisdom and
shared experience we can pass on to each other. But to insist that I am not Australian is
not condonable. Ultimately, feel free to ask people who they are and why they are and
how they are. Just don’t be a dickhead about it.

8 / FEATURES
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Ah, the Australian Census — a joyous night
that occurs once every four years. Another thing
added to the list of responsibilities I supposedly
have now that I'm an adult, along with lodging
tax returns, paying my rego and scheduling my
own doctor’s appointments (way to go mum).
But more importantly, the Census is just
another way for me to fit my enigmatic sense
of self into generic boxes under ambiguous
headings like “gender”, “race” and “religion”.

Not that I have anything against the
Census—all that data sure does come in handy
to the government when planning for the
future of healthcare, education, employment
and transport in this country.

I have no problem with doing my bit. But
as I was sitting with my grandmother, helping
her complete her form, I couldn’t help but
wonder: Does the race, ethnicity and religion
we put down really matter? Is it enough to say
that my grandmother is an Australian Assyrian
(or is it Assyrian Australian?) who affiliates with
the Christian faith? Is that a true reflection
of the love she feels for this country, and how
we've been raised to think that the words, “You
are blessed to live here,” are gospel? Doesn't
that gratitude make her more Australian than
anything else? Shouldn’t the question about
ethnicity not matter?

It really just reminds me of every time I've
had to introduce myself to someone new.

“So, what’s your nationality?”

“Well, I'm Australian, born and raised.”
“Okay, but your background?”

“My parents are Assyrian.”

“Oh, Syrian! So you speak Arabic!”

“No, AS-Syrian and no, I speak Assyrian,

not Arabic.”

“Oh, cool. So, are you a practicing
Muslim?”

“No actually, 'm Christian.”

Or when I'm travelling and a taxi driver asks
me: “Where are you from?” T'll tell them I'm

W / JASMIN-MARY YALDA

from Australia and yet they still ask me, “No,
where are you from though?” Sure, 'm not the
quintessential Australian lookalike. I've got the
unruly, dark hair, olive skin and the eyes to
match, and I gestulate way more than I should.
But what does the typical Australian even look
like anymore? And more importantly, why do
we feel the need to have a typical Australian?

It’s all just a social construct, a stereotype.
And with the expectation of thousands of
refugees entering the country over the next few
years, is there a need for those questions? Can
you put a person in a box? Does that tell you
about their friendships, their aspirations and
their upbringing?

I had the same upbringing as most Aussie
kids. I had vegemite on toast. I watched
Playschool as a child, Neighbours as a teen. 1
even dressed up as a sausage sizzling on an
Australian BBQ for my school’s 2003 Junior
Rock Eisteddfod performance. Is there a box I
can tick next to, “As Aussie as it gets?” Funnily
enough, these are all stereotypes, yet they are
all in their own way a small fragment of our
unique culture.

I've also, however, had my family and my
culture. From a young age I was put into an
Assyrian school to learn to read, write and
speak an ancient language that most of the
world hasn’t even heard of before. I've studied
my history, been force-fed food and been an
accessory to big, fat Assyrian weddings (we can
empathise with the Greeks). It is a part of
me, a part of my heritage, make no mistake
about that.

But when someone asks me where I'm from,
Australia is what comes to mind. I appreciate
my roots and am proud of them but this
country is my home. I embrace, respect and
represent its ideals. And I know I'm not alone
in that. I know that every kid, every parent,
every person feels that way too. Whether or not
they were born here or just arrived—were all so

lucky to be here.
All of us.

9 / FEATURES

TICK MORE THAN ONE BOX?

The tapestry of our society is so versatile,
so rich. People from all over the world have
travelled far and wide to make this their home.
We, as a nation, should be so very proud
of that.

And with my Census form complete, all the
correct boxes ticked, I submit it with a smirk
and a shake of my head. I just sent through a
whole heap of information about who I am
and yet the people who will be processing the
form don’t know a single thing about me and
my family.

And that really got me thinking about the
continuous commentary on the current refugee
crisis and war on terrorism. When I turn on my
television or log onto Facebook, and see footage
of people running for their lives or crying over
the loss of a loved one, I am overwhelmed
beyond measure.

Instead, I find myself fixated on the fear in
the eyes of those caught up in the catastrophe.
It does not matter if it’s happening in Paris,
or in Belgium, in Gaza, or Iraq. It doesn’t
matter if it's the Muslims being persecuted, or
the Jews or Christians. It doesn’t matter that
these people are strangers living on the other
side of the Earth, speaking in a tongue that I
do not understand. What matters most is that
HUMANS are being killed.

So yeah, the Census dudes might not know
me. They might not know the person next
door to me. A piece of paper can only tell them
so much. We, as humans, are the only ones
responsible for categorising people into race,
ethnicity and religion. We are the ones putting
up the walls and having a tough time tearing
them down when we finally realise that people
with the same dreams and aspirations are dying
all over the world.

I'm proud to be Australian. I am proud to
be Assyrian. But what I want most of all, is to
be proud to be a human being. And maybe
that’s the only box we need on any form. A tick
for humanity—because this world sure does
need it.



BEING A MINORITY
ISN'T NECESSARILY UP TO YOU

W / CAMERON GRAF

Being Jewish

means being part

of @ minority, but
sometimes it feels like
the world doesn't treat
us like we are one.

“Wait you're Jewish, right?”.

If T had a dollar for every time I heard this
then I could buy my uni textbooks new.

The follow up question is almost always:
“My friend is also Jewish! Do you know her/
him?” To which the answer is usually: “Yes,
we're cousins.” It’s not surprising that fellow
Jews have a tendency to know each other; our
community is so small that six-degrees-of-
separation is more appropriately one or two.
However, it is rare for me to find people who
have never met a Jew before.

Last week, the Federal Government
“successfully” attempted to count and map
the demographic landscape of the Australian
population. Jews, much like several other
ethno-religious groups, ticked OTHER and
were required to write their faith in the boxes
below. With a bit over 100,000 in Australia, we
make up a mere 0.5% of the total population,
so it doesn’t make sense to appear on a list of
options. And yet, despite being a minority, how
others treat us can make us feel like we are a
majority.

Judaism is often referred to as a “major
religion of the world”, which breaks down the
perception of being a minority group. Jews have
endured thousands of years of discrimination
and violence, from historical exile and
oppression, to systematic extermination and
genocide. The feeling of only being able to trace
your ancestral family back to a single surviving
relative is one commonly shared by Jews, and
significantly shapes our identity as a people.

In the face of persecution and vitriolic
anti-Semitism, the Jewish people have had to
band together and stay connected, or otherwise
be lost in the annuls of history. The need for
a developed community with structure and
opportunities for Jews to connect with each

other is a consequence of such an experience.
Having an established community helps us
support each other in adverse situations. A
minority group shouldn’t have to put so much
effort into defending itself, but we need to.

10 / FEATURES

Jews are maliciously associated with images
of power and control over institutions and
governments. However, the reality is that Jews
continue to be the subject of discrimination
and double standards. In March last year,
one Sydney-based group referred to Jews as
a “cancerous tumour”. At an anti-Israel rally
in Sydney in May, we saw posters referencing
the classic Rothschild conspiracy of Jewish
control. Last week, I saw a swastika drawn on a
shop window; the Nazi emblem signifying the
genocide of my people.

Even worse is the hatred and violence
towards Jews. In Europe, attacks against
synagogues and Jewish institutions are all too
common, and last year in the USA, 57% of
hate-crimes were anti-Semitic, despite Jews
constituting less than 3% of the population.

Jews are in this unusual position caught
between an actual minority and perceived
“majority”, or one which doesn’t attract
traditional minority attention. We're trying
to do that which one expects of a minority
community—promote awareness, maintain
cultural identity, and ultimately seek acceptance
and integration into the local population—
whilst at the same time defending ourselves
against attacks on physical and political fronts.
This experience is what encourages the Jewish
community to stand up for others and reach
out to other minority groups. We know what
it’s like, and we want to help. We don’t fight
against hate speech just for our benefit, but
for the benefit of all the voices of minority
communities that get lost in the mix.

Whether you define us a religion, an
ethnicity or a culture (don’t worry, not even we
can all agree on just one), we are a people. We
have history, values and a unique identity, and
this defines us as who we are more than what
some perceptions suggest is true. We are regular
minority. The next time you meet or see Jews
on campus, come say hello. All we want is to be
understood and to get to know you better.




HYPHENATED AFGHAN

W / SOSAN RAHIMI

My name is Sosan. I am 21. I have black
hair. I have brown eyes. I am Muslim. I am
Afghan-Australian.

On 20 September 2000, I arrived in Sydney
from Pakistan on a humanitarian visa. I was 5
years old at the time. Humanitarian visas are
granted to people who, whilst not specifically
refugees, are subject to discrimination and/or
have experienced an abrogation of their human
rights in their home countries.

For those unfamiliar with the turbulent
socio-political history of Afghanistan, the
nation has survived several conflicts ranging
from attempted invasions by British India
during the 1800s, a communist administration,
civil war and an ongoing battle against the
Taliban. The US invasion in Afghanistan
alone has seen over 26,000 civilian deaths
and 100,000 injuries since 2001. Essentially,
war has been an ever-present part of the lives
of Afghan people for many years. My parents
fled Afghanistan soon after the end of Soviet
occupation in 1989, following the collapse of
the Union.

Travelling across the world and relocating
in a vastly different country was not easy, to
say the least. The first few years were very
difficult. My parents—a paediatrician and an
ophthalmologist—couldn’t find work despite
their qualifications and experience. Our family
of seven were living in a two-bedroom home
in Parramatta. We didn’t know very many
people and we didn’t travel very far or at all. My
parents tried to make the transition easier for
us by cloaking our daily lives with every bit of
culture that we had become so accustomed to

by that stage. We had Afghan meals everyday

and only spoke Dari at home. Everything was
familiar, but not for very long.

I entered year one in 2001. I couldn’t speak
English, but class was easy enough that it did
not impact my ability to participate. I was
quiet, but observant. I managed to get through
the better part of the year by mimicking the
other students and smiling a heck of a lot. That
same year, | began to comprehend the extent to
which I differed from my peers. My 9-year-old
sister was approached by her classmates, and
they told her that she was responsible for 9/11.
Kids can be mean.

I had always been cognisant of the fact
that I was different, but it had never occurred
to me that people made judgments about my
family, friends and me, predicated upon the
actions of others. Over the last 16 years, public
perceptions of Islam, terrorism, Middle Eastern
and South East Asian nations has led to chronic
misinformation and a lack of understanding,
which has manifested in the way Australians
treat individuals of non-Anglo Saxon descent.

Unfortunately, since that incident I've
witnessed similar acts; local police officers
making fun of my father’s facial hair and
pedestrians crossing the road to avoid walking
past my brother. Fortunately, these incidents
were far and few between, but that doesn’t
deter from the unacceptability of each of these
interactions.

My family and I were naturalised on 5
March 2003. I vaguely remember going into
the CBD and sitting through a long ceremony.
We were given our certificates of citizenship
and an Australian flag. Funnily enough, I didn’t
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feel any more Australian afterwards. In fact, I
recall another moment when I sincerely began
to feel an attachment to a country that I had
grown to call home. It was the 2006 FIFA
world cup and Australia was playing Brazil. My
brother and I had huddled around our TV at
an ungodly hour to watch the Socceroos play.

I remember screaming every time Brazil stole
the ball and ferociously shaking my fists at the
final score of 2 to 0. I remember feeling proud.
I remember feeling Australian.

I can appreciate that we can’t get rid of
racism and xenophobia in one day. Although I
hope that people soon become aware of the fact
that in this globalised world and multicultural
society, it is virtually impossible to segregate
yourself. It goes without saying that we are all
prejudiced to varying degrees. However, the
extent to which we can maintain a check on our
prejudices will determine whether we regress or
progress to become the multicultural society we
allege to be.




THE PROBLEM WITH AUSTRALIAN

MULTICULTURALISM

W / ROYDON NG

You would think that over 20 years Australia has out-
grown the ideals of Pauline Hanson. Yet here we are, in the
wake of the One Nation Party’s re-election to Parliament,
concerned over the effect she and her party will have on
immigration and multiculturalism in our country.

To most of the Asian-Australian community, Ms.
Hanson is the despicable red witch from the north. As
a child of immigrant parents, growing up in the 90s—
when Ms. Hanson first declared that Australia was being
“swamped” by Asians in her Parliamentary maiden speech—
my family quickly developed a strong disdain for right-wing
politics. I'm sure the Muslim Community is feeling the
same fear of being targeted, now that she has called for a
royal commission into their religion and the placement of
surveillance cameras in their places of worship.

But, despite experiencing racially motivated attacks in
public (which my father says increased following Ms. Hanson’s
speech in Parliament), my family refused to accept a blanket
notion that all Anglo-White Australians were racist. This has
in turn encouraged me to take a not-so-black and white view
on the issues of immigration and multiculturalism.

Although I am no supporter of One Nation or Ms.
Hanson’s inflammatory remarks, I often wonder whether
multiculturalism is actually working as well as we think it is
in Australia. As a young adult living, studying and working
in what is regarded as a highly diverse part of Sydney, it
seems that what we have now is ethnic tolerance but a lack
of cross cultural and inter-ethnic interactions. Modern
Australia’s understanding of multiculturalism seems to have
come from a flawed and limited definition that has stripped
it of a practicable meaning.

It would be very easy to label Ms. Hanson a racist and
move on with life, but how does that actually deal with
the real issues of ethnocultural relations in Australia? After
all, Ms. Hanson was legitimately elected to the Senate in
Parliament in her own right.

Australians need to persevere in their engagement
of controversial issues such as immigration and
multiculturalism, rather than merely throwing around insults
such as racist, bigot or intolerant. Sure some (if not most) of
One Nation’s policies may be viewed as offensive or fringe,
but if we are to succeed in establishing a truly multicultural
society it is engagement that will win over hearts and minds;
not a campaign of retaliatory name-calling.

In working to achieve genuine multiculturalism, let’s
not be too quick to pigeon hole people such as that of Ms.
Hanson but rather highlight her misunderstandings by
showing the rest of the country how genuine inter-ethnic
interaction benefits everyone. Fighting prejudice with acts
of kindness — such as actively engaging with people of
different ethnicities — is better than battling right-wing
keyboard warriors.

UNSW is one of the most multicultural campuses in
the country. But I pose a challenge to everyone here: Are we
merely tolerating our classmates from varying ethnicities or
are we striving to break out of our comfort zones to befriend
our fellow human beings?

Everyone around us has a unique cross-cultural story to
tell. Have we stopped to listen to them? It is this exchange
of tradition and history that enhances multiculturalism in
our country. The Australian story is now one that consists
of many backgrounds, but we must be willing to engage in
order to make this happen.

Enhancing multiculturalism is something that everyone
ought to be a part of, not just governments or ethnic lobby
groups. And after all, multiculturalism is not just a social
policy term; it is something that requires practice and
commitment.

When Pauline Hanson speaks of one nation, she is right,
but her focus is wrong. It’s time that Australia acknowledged
that more should be done to enhance multiculturalism; to
move it beyond current levels of ethnic tolerance and achieve
genuine, cross-cultural engagement. Everyone must come
together as an active multicultural country to truly reflect
the meaning of, “T am, you are, we are Australia”.




THE HOLI

FOR THE EVERYMAN

W / AKANSHA SINGH

Yoga. Butter chicken. Priyanka Chopra. These are some
of India’s top exports—and now, it seems, so is Holi.

The Hindu Festival of Colour has become one of the
most widely recognised events in the world. Aside from
being an integral part of the Hindu calendar, it’s instantly
recognisable for its massive clouds of bright, rainbow
powders, and for the hundreds and thousands of people that
congregate in celebration. Photographers and filmmakers are
drawn to the festival; it’s a unique event, and a wonder to
capture on film. The colours symbolise the arrival of spring
and encourage forgiveness—so it’s no wonder why this
religious tradition is one of India’s most famous events.

But that doesn’t excuse the Colour Run.

Every year when I see the Colour Run event making the
rounds on Facebook, it’s difficult not to feel frustrated. This
might be indulgent of me; I grew up in a Hindu family,
and the Holi celebrations in India are the stuff of legends.
Primarily though, I am frustrated because a religious event
that millions of people celebrate, has bred a cheap imitation
in the form of the Colour Run.

The Colour Run is obviously culturally appropriative.
These words are thrown around a lot these days, but cultural
appropriation essentially means to take elements of another’s
culture, without permission, for use within your own.
Holi—with a history stretching back thousands of years,
and originating in a country as deeply religious as India—is
foundational to Hindu culture. The Colour Run is not.

“Don’t play the race card,” I hear you say. “It’s
multiculturalism, not appropriation.” And true, the line
between cultural appropriation and multiculturalism is
blurred. But not this far.

It’s not multiculturalism if the exchange only goes
one way. It's not multicultural if one event has existed for
thousands of years, and another since 2011, with crowds
more willing to attend the one without the pesky religious
and cultural strings.

And I understand, of course, that there are greater
problems facing India than the westernisation of Holi—
problems like domestic violence, poverty and hunger. But
that’s exactly what makes the Colour Run so appropriative;

it’s taken one of the easiest, most attractive parts of India’s
culture, and has neglected the less popular.

This is such a hurtful practice because it is dismissive
of the history and the significance of Holi as a cultural
festival. It’s especially destructive because of the history of
colonialism in India. It may have ended in 1947 but the
repercussions are still being lived by India’s inhabitants to
the current day. From this perspective, I think we can still
hold westernisation of Indian customs as a very real problem
being faced by Indian culture.

The Colour Run is for charity. It’s for exercise. India
doesn’t own it. But when something has existed for
thousands of years in one country, and reaches peak
popularity when it is westernised in another, it can’t be
claimed under the umbrella of multiculturalism.

Ask yourself this: if it’s the practice you enjoy, why are so
many more willing to attend the Colour Run than Holi?

There are plenty of marathons in the world, and they
don’t garner nearly as much attention as the Colour Run. Its
the playfulness, the colour, and the surrealism that has made
the event so popular, and it is exactly these elements that
have been copied. Holi has existed for thousands of years,
and Indian diaspora is not a recent phenomenon. There are
plenty of places to celebrate Holi, even outside of India.

Most of all, the Colour Run is just lazy. Its the latest in
a string of offences against India due to westernisation, and
proves an inability to see that just because you can, doesn’t
mean you should.

Perhaps the day will come where we don’t have to have
these conversations. When Coachella comes around, and
there won't be a bindi in sight. When Halloween costumes
are hilarious, and not insensitive.

Until then, we should watch the marathons we
run—ijust in case we're running into a more hurtful, and
divisive, future.

13 / FEATURES




SHARIA LAW

W / AMNA SAADI

“Amna Saadi, do you support Sharia Law?”

This question has been hurled my way a few times in my
short 20 years of life. The most recent incident occurred in
the Facebook comments of a local newspaper article.

I'm stationed in a small rural town for the year, and the
highly-acclaimed regional paper boasts a readership of just
over 27 people. Their front page story detailed a shocking
robbery in which the thief got away with $7 in stolen goods
from a pharmacy.

The journalist had poignantly asked the public for their
opinion on what punishment best suited this reprehensible
crime and—being the witty maestro I am—I made a joke. I
commented that I thought capital punishment was necessary
and prudent in this case—a quip I thought deserved at least
a “lol”. Instead, I was met with a bit more trepidation. A few
minutes later, I was notified that a local woman had replied
to my comment.

“Amna Saadi,” she said, “are you saying that you support
Sharia Law?”

There it was, that standard question that’s asked of
everyone indiscriminately. I mean, can’t you remember the
last time you asked if someone supports Sharia Law? I sure
can. Its a regular part of my morning routine:

Wake up.
Get dressed.

Have breakfast (Halal of course).
Brush my teeth.

bANE AN S

Ask a stranger if they support Sharia Law.

I've heard this question a few times before. While
attending an Anglican school in year 12, I was elected Vice
Captain, and was fortunate enough to have my captaincy
validated by a nearby student’s parent: “Maybe she’ll bring

some Sharia to Grammar.”

Again, I thought, what a strange piece of Aussie
vernacular. The laidback humour of Australians was

something I had always admired, but I felt some distaste

in the comment. In an effort to make sure I wasn’t reading
into anything, I glanced towards my friends to see their
reaction. But surprisingly, they’re laughing faces didnt quite
empathise—I must have misunderstood.

I faced the question again when I was with my Mum
in the supermarket. This time, they didn’t explicitly say
“Sharia”, but they did comment on Mum’s choice of
head gear. She used to wear this beautiful green and gold
embellished scarf that matched beautifully with her corduroy
jacket and jean combo. I always thought she wore those
colours very well. But for some reason, my mother’s fashion
sense offended them more than sneakers and jeans would
offend Gok Wan. Oh well, I thought. This must be normal.
Just another day in the life of an ordinary Aussie.

Clearly all those people were just asking a question,
voicing an opinion. Who was I to be offended by it? They
weren't making a judgement based purely on my strange
sounding name, the colour of my skin or my questionable
ethnicity. They weren’t assuming that all people of one
religion are the same. They weren’t masking their unfounded
contempt for someone’s culture behind a casual joke. They
weren't being racist, or bigoted and they definitely weren’t
intending any malice. No, no. They were just asking a basic
screening question.

When Ms Hanson or good ol’ Sonia Kruger share their
opinions on the intersection of border control and Muslims,
I need to remind myself that this is just normal and to be
expected. The latest statistic shows that 10% of Australians
are Islamaphobic, so as a Muslim, I should jump on that
bandwagon fast. When my little brother is told that he must
apologise for acts of terror committed overseas, he needs to
turn the other “Aussie” cheek and take it.

Australia has always taken pride in being the great
cultural melting pot, but nowadays we're getting a
lictle pickier with our ingredients. When I get asked if I
support Sharia Law, T'll just add it to the list of experiences
to reflect on when thinking about what it really means to
be Australian.
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Hi Claire! What do you study,
what year are you in, and how
many how many chips can a
chipmunk chip if a chipmunk
can chip wood?

Hey! I'm a 2nd year, and I study Law and
Arts. And I don't know, but if you can, please
include a pic of a chipmunk with its mouth fat
with acorns in this interview.

You're an artist. Why?

Since I first picked up a crayon, art has
been the main passion that’s stuck with me
through the years. I'm constantly inspired by
the creativity and dynamic work of artists and
animators. They motivate me to keep putting
stuff out there.

What's your favourite medium
to work with?

Probably oil or acrylics! But ’'m warming up
to digital art — it’s super convenient and fun.

SPOTLIGHT ON

W / JAYDEN RATHSAM-HUA

CLAIRE CAO

Who are your greatest artistic
inspirations?

I HAVE SO MANY but in terms of
painting: Cezanne, Hopper, Rene Magritte. In
terms of illustration, mainly Ghibli films, Jillian
Tamaki, Yoshitaka Amano and Yuko Shimizu

among others.

If you could only use a single
food group to create art, what
would it be?

The one with eggs. Eggs are super versatile.

How long did it take you to
develop your style? What was
your process?

My style is still developing, the process
is never-ending! My style progressed when I
started trying to learn more about anatomy and
perspective, and doodling more regularly.

Describe some of the ways
you source inspiration for
your work.

I collect images that inspire me; mainly of
cool places around the world, beautiful clothes,
odd-looking people. Sometimes it’s more
intangible than that, like I read something that
really knocks things around in my brain, and
I just do series of ugly doodles until I come up
with something dece.

19 / REGULARS

I also draw a lot of fan art, so my
whole desktop is like screen caps of Captain
America’s face.

What are some of your
favourite exhibitions/museums?
Are there any left on your
bucket list?

I love the White Rabbit gallery in the city.
It’s focused on Chinese contemporary art and
it’s always refreshing to see their creative (and
often weird as hell) pieces. I've also been to the
Louvre but it was such a horrible, rushed tour
that I have to go again. I'd also die to visit the
Met and the MoMa.

Where can we see your work?
Online? Offline?

I have a blog (that I need to post on more):
hitp:/lclairexinwen. tumblr.com.

Offline, 'm the designer for ArtsSoc, so
you should totally check out my cover photos.
Hopefully, I'll start getting my paintings out
there too when I get back into making them!



LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Response to Letter to the Ed #1 (Flynn Malnic) in the Foundation Day issue

Hey Flynn,

First up, we appreciate your interest and passion and we really do encourage you to get further involved with Tharunka
and the Environment Collective. The Environment Collective values anybody who cares about the environment and we
would love to have you come along to one of our meetings (which are Friday 1-2pm in the Arc spaces)!

You are correct in assuming that our writers came predominantly from members of the Environment Collective (quite
naturally, since many passionate environmentalists find value in coming together), however the Environment issue of
Tharunka was open to anybody who wanted to contribute, not only members of the collective. We can see how you might
feel upset that perhaps that the writer’s call-out on this issue wasn’t publicised well enough?

Both Tharunka and the Environment Collective believe that an array of voices, perspectives and opinions are valuable
and essential in the quest for seeking solutions. The Environment Collective are aware of the presence of the Mining
Engineering school at UNSW, with several members themselves being students of the school. We believe that by working
together with our various skill sets we are better equipped at creating change. We also believe that it is important to develop
an understanding and acknowledgment toward that which contributes to environmental issues such as climate change. We
believe that coal seam gas, coal mining and nuclear energy are simply more harmful to our species than they are helpful, and
as such we think that that our energy is better spent raising up sustainable alternatives such as renewable energy.

Is it not wrong to suggest that bringing to light the problems we face equates to being part of the problem? Is education
and raising awareness not an essential first step towards finding a solution? It is from our perspective essential to challenge
the status quo, which is still for the most part telling us that coal is the answer to all our problems. Yet human induced
climate change is happening, it’s being made worse by coal and fossil fuels, and it’s hurting us - especially the less privileged
amongst us. It’s an urgent problem which needs to be addressed now. Sustainable energy alternatives are well established and
are already financially viable. It simply just isn’t a matter of continuing to search for further alternatives - they already exist
(The book Sustainable Energy Solutions for Climate Change’ by Mark Dissendorfis a good resource on this that we can vouch for)!
We aren’t saying that we need to completely cut off the entire production and supply of fossil fuels, because that is of course
unrealistic. What we are saying is that we need to be actively participating in the transition towards renewable energy now.
It is our responsibility to acknowledge this and to begin to do as much as we can to create a new reality for ourselves - by
investing in renewables, and divesting from fossil fuels. A huge part of it comes down to funding, and the amount of funding
the government is throwing into coal extraction - it’s counterproductive and a worrying waste of time and money.

We aren’t malicious people who want to kick people out of their jobs out of spite. We believe in a transition towards a
better planet, and we believe in action. Sometimes we make mistakes, but isnt that just the nature of being human? We are
people who have a deep love for our beautiful planet and the incredible people that live on it; we are people who seek to do
our best to make things better for the benefit of all, and we're sure that you are too. So let’s talk, let’s unite and see what we
can do. Because at the end of the day we are all one, all members of the human race, and this is our moment.

Kind regards,

The UNSW Environment Collective
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